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Sei-ichiro Tsuji': Project researches on the ecosystem history at the Sannai-
maruyama site, Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan: their results and prospects
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Abstract This volume, special issue no. 2 of the Japanese Journal of Historical Botany, includes nine papers con-
cerning the ecosystem in the early to middle Jomon periods at and around the Sannai-maruyama site, Aomori
Prefecture, northern Japan. These achicvements were gained through the special promotion for project researches
at the Sannai-maruyama site for 1998-2003, and three major results have been obtained. The first is the establish-
ment of the detailed stratigraphy and chronology at this site that allow their correlation with the environmental
history outside the site and the international chronostratigraphy. The second is the elucidation of the environmen-
tal history in the Aomori plain including reconstruction of the past landscape of this plain and the space structure
of the marine resources utilization at this site. This further clarified the ecosystem of the Sannai-maruyama vil-
lage having an artificial ecosystem of chestnut forests. The third is the proposition that the Entou-pottery culture
characterizing the Sannnai-maruyama village was initiated largely by several huge volcanic activities of Towada
caldera.
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