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Noboru Higami': Management and utilization of forest resources
around settlements during the Yayoi to Kofun periods
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Abstract The present study discusses the management and use of forest resources at settlement sites that pro-
duced wooden artifacts for a long time during the Yayoi to Kofun periods. In some cases, small settlement sites
were scattered in the hilly terrain not to affect the surrounding environment. In others, settlement sites that defor-
ested the surrounding environment were forced to move to densely wooded terrains at higher altitudes, or were
relocating settlements along densely wooded plateaus, returning to the original place after 10 to 30 years. The last
example parallels the moving pattern of Kiji-shi, bowl wood craftsman with lathe, in the early modern period.
Since the late phase of the Yayoi period, an increase in population and cultivation caused exhaustion of the forest
resources, especially in the Kinki region, and people had to move to remote mountains to produce wooded arti-
facts. Possibly, settlements on high grounds derived from these settlements and turned into Soma, forests of the
state and powerful lords, in later periods. Large settlements formed in the alluvial lowland of the Kinki and Tokai
regions probably maintained their life for a long time by obtaining wooden materials from surrounding second-
ary forests artificially made at an early stage.

Keywords: forest plantation, relocation of settlements, use of open spaces, village forest, Yayoi to Kofun periods
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Table 1 Types of settlement location and wood production (modified from Higami, 2011)

- M ETE. A% ENERORH AR S oo e RIIE
T R B LA ook 2 oAl Ablytigigo  WELHE it
5 DREE BE DA Rl DA % == AN ED
T W G ) 0 o o R FRBROSERE O
A KW SR X R~ ) 0 o 0> A 0
HZEIL T (e P ) 0 o o _ O
R - B R~ ) 02 o o O ? o
A s e GvEs) 0 A D% o
FOIL: T4 F2H (b ) 0 A . » o
N+ JEUEANE (A ) 0 o o . e
B pe s e Gt~ 0 o o » o
5 B ' A X X .
(Bt e o e 00)
L1 : 7 (b i 5 2 km BLE O = » o
o B G~ ) 3.5 km 0 O . o
T WIH R ) 3.5 km A A ; o
L ERC ) 3.5 km A o ; o
B IR R~ ) 3 km 5 Ny 3 o
N - TSFERRRE (U2 OO~ B8 3 km LI » . » o




IE~ IR R IS B 2 M EIRO B L AN (R ) 49

I —
_(8=1:10,000)

X1 I RIS I B 2RO AR
Pl (I IR SIS PR 2 >~ 4 —, 2003
VEIN

Fig. 1 Distribution of sites in the central
Mino district, Gifu Prefecture (modified
from Gifu Prefecture Archeological Conser-
vation Center, 2003).
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Fig. 2 Settlement groups located in the Nagano
hills of Kitakyushu, Fukuoka Prefecture (A) and a
e am | remain with wooden products soaked in water (B)
(modified from Kitakyushu Municipal Education
Foundation, 2011).
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Fig. 3 Village groups located in the Kawachi plain at the
western foot of Mts. Ikoma, Osaka (A), a remian of raw ma-
terials soaked in water (B), and an excavated sled (C) (modi-
fied from Higami, 2011).
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Fig. 4 Distribution of sites in the Kanori river basin, Anjo,
Aichi Prefecture (modified from Higami, 2013).
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Table 2 Species composition at sites in the Kanori river ba-
sin, Anjo, Aichi Prefecture (modified from Higami, 2012a)
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Fig. 5 Tree species and splitting method

of wooden artifacts excavated from the
Himeshita site, Anjo, Aichi Prefecture
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Fig. 6 Restored diameter (top) and ring number (bottom) of tree species excavated from the Himeshita site, Anjo, Aichi Prefec-

ture (modified from Higami, 2012a).
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Fig. 7 Species composition at sites in the

Kanori river basin, Anjo, Aichi Prefec-
ture (modified from Higami, 2012a).
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Fig. 8 Roaming cycle of Kijisi, bowl wood

craftsman, in the early modern period
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