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Kadoguchi Miyo': The actual conditions of utilizing Castanea crenata forests
at Oguni town, Yamagata in 1945-1954
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Abstract The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the circumstances of a life dependent on Castanea cre-
nata forests, based on a folklore examination carried out at Oguni town, Yamagata prefecture. In this area, C.
crenata forests existed around the villages, and people used the C. crenata resources until around 1945-1954.
Demonstrating the way of lives in which C. crenata recourses were extremely important adds a fresh knowledge
to the studies of folklore that so far have take up C. crenata far less than Aesculus turbinata. Thus, we selected
three montane villages in the northern part of Oguni town as the object areas of this study. The examination
clarifed ranges of C. crenata forests around the villages and showed that these forests were divided into “private
forests”and“shared forests” that were used for “nuts collection”and“extraction of building materials”, respecive-
ly. Moreover, C. crenata forests were tended by the villagers, according to the growth of forest trees. The artificial
culutre allowed the maintenance of the forests and the continued of their resources beyond generations.
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Fig. 1 Location map of the study area (modified from the 1

: 50,000 maps “Asahidake” and “Tenoko” published by the
Geographical Survey Institute, Japan).
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=1 1970 FFOHETEH L - MO (BMoKPEE KE
‘BHIEEHEEEE, 2000)
Tablel Number of farmer’s houses and area of fields in 1970

A &H it BRI
feF % (F) 21 43 44
kg (F) 21 30 36
Mo b 5 EEFE (F) 14 26 36
Mo H 2 FExRE (F) 21 29 36
HHUERE OMRE (a) 1570 2400 3620
Mo (a) 830 1850 3130
JHOMIEE (a) 740 550 490

2000 FFHEEMIE L o 2 TRH) TEHL THWIR, XD #ke L T,
WEELAD T =2 13T R TREFHLC O W TORIETH 5.

HIF DWW TE, 7 UMZRI U 7806 % RS IR L
TELBEBDST 2D oM EMY HEEZIT-> 7%, FERGEH
%, ©HD A K (70 fUBMH) -B K (70 fR&th) -C 1 (70
Rctk) - D K (70 fR51E) - E K (70 fR5BE1E) - FE (80
Rzctk), HHO G (70 fRBEHE) - HEK (70 i) -
LK (80 fRB:), FiBRIR®D JEK (S0 fRHME) - KK (60
REBMW), 2L CE&HBDEZ VEOITEHR (60 fRBHE)
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Fig. 2 Fruits of tanbaguri (a cultivar; left) and yamaguri (a
native species; right) collected at the Kaname Chestnut Gar-
den on Oct. 13, 2007.
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Fig. 3 Distribution of Castanea crenata forest at Kaname and Furuta in 1945-1954 (modified from the 1 : 25,000 maps
“Gomizawa” and “Oguni-tobu” published by the Geographical Survey Institute, Japan).
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Fig. 4 Shared and private forests of Castanea crenata at Gomizawa in 1945-1955 (modified from the 1 : 25,000 maps
“Gomizawa” and “Tokuami” published by the Geographical Survey Institute, Japan).
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Fig. 5 Present condition of previous Castanea crenata forest
at Todo.
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Fig. 6 Attire and posture of villagers gathering Castanea cre-
nata fruits in around 1955 (reproduced).
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Fig. 7 Placing Castanea crenata fruits on the second layer (re-
productive experiment of preserving Castanea crenata fruits).
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Fig. 8 Covering with Zingiber mioga leaves and placing sticks
as a weight (reproductive experiment of preserving Castanea
crenata fruits).
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Fig. 9 Scheme of Castanea crenata utilization at Kaname, Fu-
ruta, and Gomizawa at Oguni town before 1945-1954.
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