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Carbonized Pyrus fruits of the Heian period

from the Goshono site in Iwate Prefecture, northern Honshu, Japan

Abstract Carbonized fruits of Pyrus were discovered from a pit dwelling of the Heian period at the Goshono site
in Iwate Prefecure. From their mophology they could possiblly be fruits of Pyrus usuriensis Maxim.
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Fig. 1 Place of discovery of charred Pyrus fruits. — A: loca-

tion of Ichinohe cho, B: location of the Goshono site, C: ex-
cavation plot east No. 1 (filled circle: pit dwelling No. 111).
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Fig. 2 Charred Pyrus fruits found at pit dwelling No. 111 of the Goshono site. — 1: vertical section (GSN-98 no. 50-1), 2: top
of fruit (GSN-98 no. 50-2), 3: transverse section (GSN-98 no. 50-2), 4: vertical section (GSN-98 no. 50-3), 5: pedicel (GSN-98
no. 50-3), 6: verical section of fruit (GSN-98 no. 51), 7: seed from the fruit GSN-98 no. 51, 8: extant Pyrus ussuriensis fruit, 9:
extant Pyrus pyrifolia fruit. Scale = 5§ mm (1-4, 6), 1 mm (5, 7, 8¢-8d, 9¢-9d), 1 cm (8a—8b, 9a-9b).
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£1 HAEFVIE Pyrus DRIFIZEE (KiGIEH, 1989 12k 3)

Table 1 Fruit features of Japanese Pyrus species (after Ohashi et al., 1989)
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