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Jun-ichi Ogura': A study on the identification of original plants
of minute charcoal fragments
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Abstract Here I summarized my researches on the original plants of minute charcoal fragments. The length-width
ratio of minute charcoal fragments of more than twenty plant species native in Japan showed that the length-
width ratio of charcoal fragments, although useful in several cases should be applied more carefully to identify
burnt plants and vegetation types in Japan, because some woody and herbal plants have exceptional length-width
ratios of charcoal fragments. Changes in the morphology of minute charcoal fragments by different combustion
temperatures were studied on several woody and herbal species. Some types of charcoal fragments generated ex-
perimentally were hardly seen in the charcoal fragments extracted from the sediments, while some types that were
not in the experimentally generated charcoal fragments were seen in the sediments. The study indicated that the
ratio of the types of charcoal fragments in a species changes according to the combustion temperature and that
the change in the ratio is different among species. According to some applying studies, original plants of minute
charcoal fragments and vegetation as a set of plants can be clarified to a certain degree in many cases, although
there are many problems to be dealt with in the minute charcoal analysis. The level to be clarified depends on the
simplicity or the complexity of the composition of the original vegetation. If there are other analyses on the past
vegetation such as pollen analysis, they serve as good references.
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Wk R DRI B VT, ZOBENZLEZHET 2 Z L1,
ZNFNOEIRHUR DA IR T 23BE D KDFEEE
HEREZEZDLETEETHLIIELIZDLAATH DD, %
D—T7 T, WHRRDORMEEYIDIH S T iuE, BARM
mEDOHEZHLICT 2 L TEERERER S, KD
RMEEY 2B S 2§ 23 ADERIEH , MRIKE -
TR DOBMIZBIT 20128 S 80 DL EHTICIN S (Tanner,
1925), ZaUIIHERICEIT 2% TH - 708, ZDHD
TR 72 E12 OB TOWIETY, AR R D% BH
LPICT BT EDHBEE I N, ZOEGEANICHPHIGES
NT55DHH 5 (Paulssen, 1964), LaL, KK
DEMAREI DFANC DN T, ZDH% S Z RS IATD
T3 EWIRITIE RN,

ZD &) RIRUDH, 1990 FERDHEED 55N T,
HADENIZ BT, kR DOIGIR & R EY) & DB
IZOWTIBREN L THEHIN DB H -7 (1L1EF
F, 1996 ; Umbanhowar & McGrath, 1998), #0955,
Umbanhowar & McGrath i2 X 28F%81%, #80ki ik DRk
HICEH L2 0T, A 2 BEANY) L KA 72 £C
X Z DEIRE (AR, WIEHEY & S ICE EN 506
RORREIZFHRE ZLIic kD, MBIKDILE - 7 hfid
A7 (Fe2IF, APPSR, Fha L) 230051
WH2sE I bDTHS, 772, ZOMETIE, FALED
WNRE RSP HADHEMTIZZRL, FANREX
NIHEEDRoN B0, HAENTORBRIZEIT 20
ZEDT-DITIE, HARICHAT 20 % i 5 740 EH O REEDT
RWETH 5,

TR 72 SV & F N BTN DR EYI D3 & Iz 22 tuUd,
ZOENREEDPOBEDHEZ L ODHSICT ST LI
DRDVBLEEZEZLNL D, FHIIZDOMGENEZ TR0
12, OB D REM R I B 9 5 BEBERIIESE 2 IS L &
% &TiEd 22l CTER, ZITIE, BhET 2EN
DRI DV T i oD, T F TOMRIRICEET 2%
FHOWMFEDOME LB, F-S5BOMNRITALDOEBEIZD
WTEZTHT,

E, ERNDOHAICE T, MR —RIVICIZES
1 mm bz ihNe kb2 3L, F70E5E TR,
ZDY A RI2k D 27 v (microscopic charcoal) &</ n
(macroscopic charcoal) 236N 2 2 E23%\», LD
L, RICHEYF25REH51 mm X ) & KE iR
R TELGSE, 2NbREDOMEZEILT 5 L CHEE
REWRZR OIS D 5, ZD7®, KR DOBRMHAEY)
DREDP HLMEDOREE TR EZHNE T2 AMRITE
T, WA L7k i d—i e~ 7 a gL X0 bDTh %
D, ARDOWRRDRE I ZLT LOEEICERL THED
5HDTIEE,
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1) HAREWIZHA$ 2 1Y oWk ik D Rz ow
TOTPINHELE

kI DD, Rl o icEH L7z Um-
banhowar & McGrath D4 (1998) %5213, /Mt (1999)
I HAREWNICH AT 2 WY Ok R O R Rz DTl
L7, HAEWNICHAT 2 8H5E60 5 fE, AT 6 fll, &
KE7E (P2 SE2a0) 2BMEME LT
EY, BHEBHC DL el AhED RS 12 mm &
TOLD) LI RTEBHC W TR GEEhHED A S
12 mm £2TOH D), FABIZOW TS BBz 5k
L7,

FREHIAY 20°CO BN THEOHRIFZE: S ¢ 75, ABESH,
ol kR EMKZRTRIEDZMZTHIRIZL, 20U
10% DGR % N Z 10 ~ 15 3@\ 72, 500 pm & 250
pm & 125 pm D X v ¥ 2 Ofiiz B THive, 125 pm D X v
¥ a2 DS 72 b D (125-250 pm 7 7 &) IZDOWTE
IRz, FU2125-250 pm 7 7 ADFERLRIZ D TR
7-DiE, HHELED 74— LRI 2 EI R
100 pm 17z 7\ K9 2 /NS ORI 13, 2 TR AT
(KDMRZ72F) DI B b5 nDlcxL, £
234 125 pm DLEOBRi R 1%, Z DFEAT AT
EZAILHBEEZSNDZ E (Clark, 1988), 72)0H
MRICBEVWTHFEELTZDY I ADWR R ZIET 2 Z
LI TFHIZINST2DTH S,
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A TDIATIZE (Umbanhowar & McGrath, 1998) Df
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AECHARDL D XD BPAFITKEL, FTHINERR
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®1 VOB REREL (125-250 pm 7 7 2 5 /g,
1999 % %)

Table 1 Length-width ratio of minute charcoal fragments
(125-250 pm class; modified from Ogura, 1999)

g SOTE PR R

(pm) (pm) Q22D
They - IE 400 362 161 2.9
AX -3 400 277 140 2.4
£33 200 322 143 3.6
VA T 200 334 184 2.0
b/ ¥ -3 200 220 130 2.0
HEERIEETY 303 152 2.6
Th=eY -k 200 320 171 2.1
AF - K 200 346 149 3.4
I - 200 220 97 2.9
VA - K 200 355 176 2.3
<2 R 53 200 332 164 2.4
FHEERIETEY 315 151 2.6
TF - % 200 303 174 1.9
SRXFT kK 200 312 175 1.9
TIhY K 200 306 143 2.4
bR B 200 311 162 2.2
Va7 -k 200 306 124 3.0
atr7 - 209 596 194 3.9
JAEERTY 356 162 2.5
N 200 323 59 8.5
AARF 200 360 80 7.4
ENZ 200 365 125 4.7
IEX 200 243 112 2.5
A A= 200 299 105 4.1
= 200 370 114 5.9
F 2Py 200 350 151 2.7
FeyY - B 200 254 116 2.6
FeFY i 200 339 138 3.0

KDWY (fFEW) © 7 H <Y & Pinus densiflora, A% :
Cryptomeria japonica, €3 @ Abies firma, 7 : Tsuga sieboldii,
& / % : Chamaecyparis obtusa, 77 : Fagus crenata, X )7 :
Quercus mongolica var. grosseserrata, 77 713 : Quercus glauca,
b5/ % @ Aesculus turbinata, V) a7 7 : Clethra barbinervis, 37
7 Quercus serrata, /N Zoysia japonica, AAX : Miscanthus
sinensis, A . Phragmites communis, 3EX : Artemisia princeps,
Y ¥ & Pteridium aquilium var. latiusculum, 33 : Pleioblastus
argenteostriatus f. glaber, ¥ <% : Sasa kurilensis.
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Mkt : 3.9) €I DL (Gl :3.6) »XkHic, HifE
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Fig. 1 Distribution of length-width ratio of minute charcoal
fragments in conifer leaves/needles, conifer twigs, dicot twigs,
and Graminaceous herbs (125-250 pm class; modified from
Ogura, 1999)
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Fig. 2 Distribution of length-width ratio of minute char-
coal fragments in seven herbal species (125-250 pm class;
modified from Ogura, 1999).
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IZOWTIE, AZAFES D 0-125 pm 7 F &, 125-250
pm 7 7 A, 250-500 pm 7 7 2D 3 FH TR T3,
WRIRDORZZSDENICEBIE-E D ELEVIIH N
otz

DL EORERD S, HAICEWTY, kRO EmiiE
WA TN D YA TR EZ D ETBEITRDGABE ]
Bl H 2 L EZ oD, BRIC X DRI O K kil
DI AN D B DIE, ZNFNDOHIBEDTLIR LA L
LB DY EDE R EICL 25D TH A , Ll
MR O RS N S Wb oS iR TH, 2
FIDHREIDEDL ) ITPPRERMEERTLOLDH
%, ¥, ZO—HTFIeHFHFDEHIC, FARICHTH
INI A FBEYITY, ZOMEDBLENNS VDL H
%, HBHWIE, FEARICIZIEXDEIIC, ZOMHEIBARAN
VERBEObDLRONS, 29 LI D6, HRR
DEMEZ VT TRAMED Y 4 72 EITIEL HWTd
ZZEIBHLVWEEZOND 5, HAXDEYM O %
LT RE, ISICHEETAZED T BB H S &
Zionb,

2) BIRDERDOKRE, MEROHIEIC X 2 bR DRk
HiliLDE IOV T

FeDTPIIELIC B L T, bR % VESHE TR L
EZ 5, BIRDWENIM LR TIZZ DMK E ik
L7128, ZAL5 %7V TR O KRl E F R 2 313
bbb, £, BEOKIICLY, B8O
kBN BB RNz, 2070, HARENICHET
AR BIEDEHL DR E, F 70 LM & oflikoM
T X BRLR OREREIEDE IO W THTHRTHE ()
5, 2000),

Wokr R ORI E LT, HAREWNICHA T 2 $F2EH &
LT, EIERF, REBELTar7E) av 7 2EAL,
EIEAFXE, RAMICOHELET 2 HADOREMN 2§34
OHELT, FraFrIEY)av7iZ, &6 ADHH
LCEBINDINES OB E L GEAL, ZRZFNDOEIAR
IZOWT, KIDEL D% OO0 MR E
FHFARRICEID, 20z nz BB LM CGRERE L7z,
7L, VavuZiionTix, BEEL, R EM
BIOFEL DT A EDBEH L Do 72720102, BEHIM DI
TDHELT,

Ak E LBAROBOEREILZ 18 ~2 cm DRI DD
DTHB (F2), ¥, 2NZFNORFED No. 1 ~ No. 3
DFRBIDKETE, B IR CEE» SR> 72 b DT
b5, zoDikEHE, BNTH 2 » HiZg s 9 7%, %
BESH, o RPRAUM 2 IR CHEEICEIZMATOR
L, 125 pom D X v ¥ 2 Dfilc -7 b D (125-250 pm

F2 L LR OER L FimE (M, 2000)
Table 2 Diameters and annual ring numbers of sample
branches/trunks (Ogura, 2000)

No

i . 1 2 3

3 18 cm/42 10 cm/21 2 cm/16
AF¥ 10 cm/15 7cm/ 9 2cm/ 3
at+7 (1) 11 cm/34 4 cm/14 2 cm/11
ar7(2) 13 cm/26 S5 cm/18 2cm/ 8
Vav7 8 cm/29 4 cm/26 2 cm/24

*3 R2o&rlombikoOEGI  (125-250 pm 7 Z
ADNEE 5 /M, 2000 %2 8Z)

Table 3 Length-width ratio of minute charcoal fragments of
the samples in Table (average values in 125-250 pm class;
modified from Ogura, 2000)

i No. 1 2 3

€I M 4.3 3.4 4.0
RSN 1754 1.9 2.0 1.8
AX - M 3.3 2.7 3.5
AX - W 5.9 7.4 3.3
atr7 (1) # 3.0 2.8 2.1
a7 (2)- M 2.6 2.6 3.3
a7 (1) - B 2.2 1.6 2.0
Vav7 - M 4.4 4.2 3.9

79 A) IZDOWT L8 — R Z2IER L 72,

ok R DRl I oW TR, BEEGIC X 2 RS
Z, XV aryogiy 7 & (Scion Image) #HWTHIEL
7eo ZOWEHIZ, ZNFI 200 £ L1,

Mok R oEREE, SREOMIC»» D 5T, B
RKEVBEDLH-TH, SEERELEDLSROLDDOHEED
%ot (83), L L, AX Otz (B33 ~ 7.4)
X, BEORZICE > TZDLUDBKEL B, 2Dk
W o, bk OEEEHIE, b EOBRDEBROAZIC
EoTC FUBETORESELI2GALH L B3OS,

%E, AXOBEOWHR K EEIIL ORI I L -
THREZ ROV TUE, BEIPPRRS L, RV
R DI T E DO B E DS 52D EE XS
N5, 2O EICHOWTIE, EEHEEIZIIDOER 32 cm,
SEHREL 44 DA X O &2 R & L 7R R DBIZIC B v
Th, RPEOVMEVODONL S TELILZ2MER L2, &8,
FUSEBcAF LRI E 2 b % 0wEe /¥ (HE 28
cm, fEEREL41) DR ORIRIZ OV T S RO EILE %
f1o703, &/ XOBKDOBEITIE, BEOKIIZHL2H
5RO RIZ R S i d o 72,

—H, Va7 OMOMKIROEEEE, 3.9~ 4.4
ERRRERMETHH T, T, LRHOTFMINELE T,
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K3 G k2B TH A 2B RO (a: AZF, bt 3L, c: N /ME 1999 ZIE). a DIEIR
D MFRIRGERIE, JEEBOAERPRREL, HARWEELR->TVS, ZHUIXL, bk c D MARERDHHDOAE L a X
DHNSKPPEMOIBLERZSTOED, bEcORESIIEELDY, cltlosN M REEIZDIZARSGNEDDD 355D 1
BEOKREI LRV, £, FMORELEOHHEAE, 2030 FI2bZNZFEEBRNS. 2ok, filck-T
RN 72 7 DIVEER B O HBEEDSH 1), L DREICOWTID LI BT =203 %2 52138, BRREDTEROEEIC O
BAREME D D B,

Fig. 3 Examples of minute charcoal fragments with characteristic features seen under the transmitting illumination (a: Miscan-

thus sinensis, b: Phragmites communis, c: Zoysia japonica; modified from Ogura, 1999).

3 7 DEOMKLIR O KM 3.9 £ PP RERMET
HoTDy, BOWFETIX, 27 OMPR DR hix
ZHIEFERESRVLEER 21~33) Lo TnwaiE,
WOkr b DRI S 2 DEAFIC L D K E e
H285a08H5EEZNS,

2D XL, REMPOWALRIZD, PRREWEHE
WERTHDODBH 5, 7z, MbIROERSEMIC LD ER
PP RES LD I REEDH 5, Z DERSEMFIEAR
HTHhY, Pl EHHRICEBWTIE, bR o R mh L
DPORRZTRES A 72 HEET 5121, KDHEETH L4
EHRHE2HbDEEZLND,

3. BBRAE L OEIHIC K BMALR DFEREBRRICLDF
BRI

Mok DR Z R 2 7201, kiR E oo
HTwa &, kiR odiciz z oM EY % R 3RS 72
bOMWHBZENbHIE, BULDICHHLEEIIC, 2R
BT BAFZEIEH L TH L W D TIZ R0, BRI DR}
MY OB E £ 72— RN b DTIE A\ 72, RKD
TERED & £ ORERMTE D 0> % b DDy, Y% R5E S
FCER L Z2ikbe, EERICTR R 742 & I1c & 2 MRz R
PO L 7 (M, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003a
2003b, 2004 ; /Mgtiz2, 2002),

1) FE#IEIT X BBRR DTREEIZEI & 5 R0
ORI 2 & REMEY) 2 1% 2 &%, 1Bt o X )12
TR, Ziu, BRI OIERRIZAE O X ) Ichdy) o
SIBRE L FEARIVIC 1N 1 TRIEY 2 &9 RBIR TR » 7
OTHs, Larl, BEGIC k2 BMESEBIETY, BR

PORMEYZ AL TFR»D 2 BOF 5 LN TE 54
b5,

ZILETnrh LT, MAROERI OISR, b
RED M FIRERPEDIEPRE S, [ILDEPRES P
fiidl, SfLZEERSALDOEPKRE S, BAIRDIEZS 42 E03%H
% (3),

%k, FEGTRIGA, WK EO M rIREEP R
FHELTOTHHEICZNDBETEL DT TldR\», BlEE
TEHDIE, ZNDHICHEAZICS LTV S K9 BEAIC
Ronsd, £/, MEROEZDL, FZBLETEZNL R
DHEWEEITIE, ZOIEBOLIBZEVIRETHS, b
0k, JALG EDRZ DY, FEWEG TR R AT
Baiclions,

2) FEHGIC X 2006 R DTS RES IS X 2 REM Y%
bl

FERIICE A TR Z B¢ 2 2 I X D AR L 7%
k% ESire 94 &M TTCZORmZWHEMBETRS &,
WD I DIEF-1> & AR DOWRL R IR D Z U HR T
WD A 720 b D%\ T & DHEIRESR T H b he
%, Wokibe DB, RACEOIRE ICBIfR L, EimTm
632 LR EL 25 LT 5WE (HlZ1F Jones et al.,
1991) b &H 573, HBBD L 5 ICHANEY %\ DD DIRE
BETHBESETATH, HAEYOLEIIAA XL ED
£91Z, FTHRILL THRFEFENIIZEZHML VDD
BT,

F72, HBHEEIC XD IRIRORHOMELR BT &
kD, ZORMIEWICEET 2 FE» D2 XD % BE S
EDTED, ZOHE, 200 fHFRE LD D 400 FREELL L
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4 FEOKRFE D AIRE 2 BORLER DB

(@a: %, b: 7A=Y, c:®3, d: 2F /M5, 2000 2%E). HEBODEPEELYS

WA BDHRIRDOBITD 273, D &) ey ¥phEflid, SHEEERIROBEIRICIIHAIINI Vb DDHIREEENS. 21Uk
DR TEHORE IR, BIRREHZORREZIGNT 2 L CRalREL &5,

Fig. 4 Examples of minute charcoal fragments with characteristic features to identify species (a: Torreya nucifera, b: Pinus den-
siflora, c: Abies firma, d: Cryptomeria japonica; modified from Ogura, 2000).

DFEMEETBIET LI LIk, MRKORREEE XD
BAMEICE 525 2 D3 TE S, Z LT, MAROEKMIEE
DR 6, MY EZRETE 2840052 (X4),

L L, fhofia & & Pl REEREE b MR b4
%, WRIRORMAEY 285319 5 2 Lidnd L
bES TR\, BhRIE 1 EoOMY» 6 b I FIE A
BELOLOPHITZZ LR EDs, 8L DY E
WNRE LA, WRKOBIIZRL TESTIERIZ)
THhs,

ZD XD RGN OREE X 5, FFIFLIZLIEH
W2 MRREZEENICY A 73T T2 Lickh, ”M
flEY) - Rl 2 BE LT &2 (UM, 2000, 2001, 2002,
2003a, 2003b, 2004 ; /MatiEd, 2002), 7%, WOkIHR
BYATHTTHI LK BMEAILIE»ICH RSN, Hfi
7% Enache & Cumming (2006) (&, EHEYEIC X 5 H0KL
R Z NG EDSF A T LTws, 2, %S
eI X B BRI EHG & 12 2 DRIETHEED & 7 4 73§
Z/MED RN, RN D Lo T35,

BARBIO#ZE > S, DITOZEBHS»ERST,

OREEIR ORI IR ORETEREL, 529 ZNnZhoht
M OMEE KL TE D, & 2R OM R 2
EDOMME T I DD YA ST LI L TES,
712, ZOFBOWSE, MWL >T, FBR»M
D EOMRIC Lo THEEZS (£4, K5),

QBIARDOM DL, SHER L IATERTIE, 2 oMbiED
TR L TREC R D, BRI DIEED & B3 & A
D E BN TEL LS\, 2L, —Fficid
ZOWANIHEL HDHH S,

QBIARDE % 200 fFRIEDMGTRTHE T 254,
BERDILEB D2 DT, 2 OMRIR DIZREIIH RIEDH
WEIZeECEZD, FuIPibon% Aons, —7H,
AXRV 2T 2 I ED X, R DMK D3
%L TELHDHH 5,

DB RDIEDMRIRICIL, SHEABREOLDBH S, Z
oHIzIE, BEICE I A4 TDH DA FRIFARICE S
2948 7DbDRELEEND,

ORI R DHIZIE, AAXDMRLKD & 512, KD S5
DD B B9 6 DN TIFERBEIBZE LIZ 0D
DD B, ZD & BRI OBEZIIL, BETEHDER (£

x4 MR Lok D Y 4 THE A (%) (200 f5TOE
X % 5 /M, 2000)

Table 4 Ratio (%) of minute charcoal fragment types in dif-
ferent tissues (under x 200 magnification; Ogura, 2000)

Type Tylpe Ty;,)e Type Type Type ZD

il - AR 1 2 3 4 il

3 - # No.1 62 30 - - - 8
< - M No.2 87 10 - - - 3
< - M No.3 67 27 - - - 6
g - # No.4 88 8 - - - 4
< - fi5 No.1 54 27 - - - 19
< - JiBZ No.2 81 10 - - - 9
< - M5 No.3 52 32 - - - 16
3 - M No.4 67 18 - - - 15
A¥ « ¥ No.l 61 26 - - - 13
AF + M No.2 83 7 - - - 10
A¥ - # No.3 79 15 - - - 6
AF - fitB No.1 52 9 18 12 - 9
AX - KB No.2 59 - 33 - - 8
A ¥ - it No.3 28 - 61 - - 11
a+7 (1) - # No.1 51 8 15 8 8 10
a+7 (1) - # No.2 61 - N 30 1 3
a+7 (1) - #4 No.3 80 1 S 8 - 9
at7 (1) #E No.l 76 - 4 - - 20
a+7 (1) B No.2 84 7 - - - 9
at7 (1) - # No3 77 4 7 6 - 6
Yav7 - #No.l 67 24 - - - 9
Yav7 - # No.2 84 7 - - - 9

Vav7 - # No.3 67 20 - - - 13
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5 HERIROMAIR ORETZE] (a-d: €3 -, e-h: AF -8, i-l:aF+7 - M, mp:ard -, gt AAF;
/Mgt , 2000, 2001 2%,

Fig. 5 Examples of surface morphology of minute charcoal fragments from plants (a—d: Abies firma (wood), e-h: Cryptomeria
japonica (bark), i—l: Quercus serrata (wood), m—p: Quercus serrata (bark), q—t: Miscanthus sinensis; modified from Ogura,

2000, 2001).

72U 3H D) BRETH S, 1982 ; 1A, 1982 ; Watson & Dallwitz, 1992),
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ZREROGLILD LN TES, 2O, WHYMMRICEIT  EBlofEE oo ANE, BEE, LLEBOBEEHEEED
BZWAFDOSCHNEI RIS EIC R (BIAIE, B O, BEfL, KflaEnd s,
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o r4400°C ZHODET, TOSAVEEHDZ S
° [l 600°C =
DEENDZHD.
7 800°C | Type 3 : EEMEME BONIHUN LRGN RSND
Ak 7] 5108
A\ /i ZE Typed: SAHESNZHO.
:é :—35 ’HmS:Efitfffﬁwgi?itioéﬁin
A L i 3 2Hm. 2L, IEXETIETREND
QB e A A e e {}jfl LORRDY A TE LT
é é :g é ::L :g :g % :g 2 § Type 6 : T RGEDEBNESNDDHOD.
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Type 8 : FEFREANFEFE>TRESNZHDDH
60A— T, SEOYYTILTEIEFHEOLO,
g Type 9 REFERBAWS A YV EENERLTRESNS
solHE HOT, SEOYYTILORTRIZERE
8 DHD.
sl Type 10 : AFOAROM@.
(%) 30K | 400°C
' 600°C
201 800°C
6 3 FEMHORBERIEIC X b IR T 2 8hik ¥ 4
10H ZRE  TOHlE (RXEARF /M, 2003b 2UE).
Fig. 6 Ratio of minute charcoal fragment types de-
ol L rived from three different combustion temperatures
E E E E ué E ':g E E % E (Cryptomeria japonica and Miscanthus sinensis;
e T N e - S modified from Ogura, 2003b).
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