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Hideki YamasHITA * . Problems on the Study of Iwajyuku Age Culture
and Vegetational Reconstruction
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Abstract This thesis will demonstrate the necessity of viewing the reconstruction of
Iwajyuku Age vegetation from two standpoints. First, reconstruction studies have tended
to emphasize arbors which form the forest canopy, in spite of the presence of many other
miscellaneous tree and herb species. In prehistory, however, these species were not only
component of the environment but they were also potential resources for people inhabiting
the forests. Therefore, reconstructions of plant communities should include all species,
their distribution and potential uses in order to have a better understanding of the people’s
lives. Second, the density of the underbrush in forests and the distribution of forest and
open space must be investigated because these factors must have affected the way people
hunted and where they settled.

Key Words : Iwajyuku Age, Palaeolithic Age of Japan, Palaeovegetation, Plant commu-
nities, Useful resources
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